We hope your holiday season was full of wonder, and 2018 has been good to you thus far. This first issue of 2018 contains a review on luting cements, a retrospective study on histopathology submissions in a busy dental practice, an equine case report of a transbuccal approach for the treatment of oroantral fistula in a horse, and a case of molar transposition in a dog.
Practitioners have told me they want more articles they can apply for use in their hospitals. This issue contains 3
Step-by-
Step articles, including radiography of the horse, crown cementation, and an envelope flap technique for closure of maxillary molar extraction sites in the dog.
The Journal of Veterinary Dentistry (JOVD) received a record number of submissions in 2017 (58), which is great news! The journal is only as good as the submissions sent to us, and having more submissions to choose from is a very good thing. However, increased submissions result in some realities of success:
More work onto the laps of our staff, reviewers, and publishers. Many thanks to those reviewers who have performed thorough and exhaustive reviews on more submissions than we'd like to send to any single reviewer in 2017! We will be reaching out to other experts for their help with reviews in the future, please consider accepting if you are asked. We generally include 7 manuscripts per issue based on our yearly page allotment with SAGE Publications. If we receive 58 submissions each year, this will result in a very long wait until authors' accepted articles go to press. Luckily, electronic manuscripts will be available prior to the printed version on SAGE Track. This is a priority of ours in 2018 to get more of the manuscripts in queue to their electronic home on the website after we make our final changes to each document. Anticipating that this record-breaking amount of submissions will continue, long-term solutions will be discussed with the Journal Management Committee and SAGE, including increasing number of pages per issue, number of issues per year, or creation of occasional supplementary issues. If submissions continue to be plentiful, reviewers and editors have the luxury of being more selective in their decision to accept or reject a particular manuscript. What does this mean for authors? Submissions need to be original and thoughtful. No worries for residents who need to decide on a publication-worthy topic: There are still many "low hanging fruit" of our relatively new specialty. However, it will be important to sit down and think about interesting and fresh topics. Do a thorough literature search prior to embarking on a project to ensure you are doing more than reiterating previously published information. On the JOVD website (http:// journals.sagepub.com/home/jov) under the title "Collections" at the bottom of the main page, you'll see a list of all the "Veterinary Dentist at Work" articles ever published. Soon in the same location you will see lists of "Step-by-Step" and "Foundations" articles previously published. This will help to prevent repetitive submissions. Many thanks to Sue McTaggart for putting these lists together.
All things considered, a record number of submissions is a great problem to have, and it sure beats the alternative! Thank you for your submissions, for your reviews, and for your patience as we continue to adapt to the challenges presented to us!
